Exile Wessin to Return 



Dominican Republic strong- 
man Elias Wessin y Wessin 
said today he would return to 
Santo Domingo from exile 
next month to take personal 
command of his campaign for 
the presidency. 

The burly tank commander, 
who led “loyalist” forces in the 
Dominican civil war, has been 
living quietly in Miami since 
September, 1965, when he was 
hustled out rf his country as 
part of a peace settlement. 

Wessin has said he will he 
the candidate of his rightist 
Quisqueyan Democratic Party 
(PQD) in presidential elections 
scheduled for 1970. He has 
been actively lobbying to re- 
turn home for more than a 
year. 


warned, however, that he con- 
[siders Wessin a threat to sta- 
bility. 

Wessin said at his Miami 
home today he had not yet de- 
cided the precise date “but I’ll 
be leaving next month. I’m 
desperate to return.” 

“I plan to start establishing 
contact with national and re- 


gional party , officials when I 
return,” he said. Wessin said 
he would comply with a Do- 
minican law that limits open 
campaigning to the final three 
months before an election. 

Wessin is technically the al- 
ternate Dominican delegate to 
the United Nations, but he has 
never assumed the post. 


Wessin’s plan to return was 
made possible last week when 
Dominican Republic President 
Joaquin Balaguer announced 
that a ban on exiled principals 
of the war would be lifted Jan. 
10 . 

Balaguer’s action presuma- 
bly also will clear the way for 
the possible return of Col. 
Francisco Caamano Deno, an 
arch-rival of Wessin’s who com- 
manded “constitutionalist” 

| forces in the war. Exiled as 
military attache in London, 
Caamano disappeared in Octo- 
ber, 1967, and is thought to be 
in Cuba. 

Balaguer has promised to 
allow Dominicans exiled after 
the war to return to the coun- 
try in time for the 1970 elec- 
tions. He has repeatedly 



